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 Some of you may remember someone important in your life once saying to you, "You are what you 

eat!ò  My mother used to say that and I thought about it the other day as I was eating a handful of cherries.  My 

actual thought, if I'm remembering correctly, was "you know Warren, if you keep eating like this you'll soon 

turn into one big cherry!"  Of course thinking about it didn't keep me from finishing my handful of cherries!  

 This is a great area of the country to live in during harvest season.  The fruits are delicious, the wheat 

harvest is fast approaching, the gardens are finally producing wonderful vegetables and we are blessed!  It 

makes you begin to really think about all the wonderful reasons we have to be optimistic and maybe even 

smiling a lot.  We still have problems in the world, but right now there are some things to feel good about.  Let 

me suggest several: 

1)  Our church building is being steadily spruced up!  Things are happening!  The official board has already 

made a commitment to paint and clean the exterior of the building.  Barb Hisel, Lee Fruits, and Joan 

Gustaveson have been watering, weeding and pruning our plants and trees to the real appreciation of passersby 

who take notice of these things.  We even have people bidding on a new roof project to keep our building in 

good repair and one we can be very proud of.  I'm afraid Iris is getting weary just thinking about all these 

decisions so give her a boost when you see her. 

2)  How about the great Farmers Market we have every Saturday?  And the Community ice cream social that 

was enjoyed by all last Sunday? 

3)  Even in church - we are blessed with the resources of two national church bodies to stimulate us with ideas 

and resources.  The American Baptists, via our own Evergreen Association has just completed it's annual 

meeting and the General Assembly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is now meeting in the Great 

Convention Center in Indianapolis, IN. (July 29 - August 2nd).  Delegates from all over the country gather to 

make decisions and institute programs that influence healing and bring hope to all of us. We are part of all this!  

(If any of you are interested you can watch the evening worship services on your computers via streaming video 

at www.disciples.org) 

4)  Iôm even encouraged by the recent arrest of the Harvard Professor, Dr. Henry Louis Gates as he was trying 

to enter his own home.  It's such a high profile situation and is getting so much publicity that it may encourage 

our whole society to re-visit attitudes and feelings about racial and personal feelings. 

5)  Elsewhere in this newsletter you can read the note of introduction from Jodi Tooley, the pastoral candidate 

who will be leading worship on September 13th!  The search committee is certainly excited and hoping that will 

become a contagious feeling among all of you as you prepare yourselves for that important service.  This is 

exciting!  God seems to be at work and I would say quite involved as these currents of faith decisions move us 

along. 

6)  I suppose the thing I feel best about is seeing the evidence of your caring for each other. I don't think there 

can be a greater sign of God's presence than seeing people care for each other.  I believe our church is becoming 

more and more the kind of church where you just want to invite your friends to "Come on down!"  

 I may continue eating cherries all through the summer.  If I do turn into a cherry I'll just consider it part 

of the great journey that teaches you all kinds of valuable things.    I once tried reading a book and discovered 

that I'm a book lover.  I also once joined a church and discovered that the right church, with the right message, 

can be a real honest to goodness blessing in the lives of people.  God is still speaking!  And I really believe that 

God still has more light and revelations waiting for us to discover.  This is exciting too! 
 

Interim Pastor Warren       
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September the 13th we will resume our 11:00 AM service.   We will start with a brunch at 

9:30 AM to welcome the visit of our possible new minister. She will then preach that day 

and we will vote after the service on whether to call her or n ot. Everyone is encouraged to 

be present for this very important event.  

 
 Warm greetings to you all at United Church of Moscow!  Iõm Jodie Tooley, and over the 
last several weeks Iõve had a terrific time getting to know a few folks from your community, 
your pastoral search committee.  Together, weõve sorted through important topics, and shared 
easy laughter and a wonderful sense of fit.  Thatõs important because I believe ministry is about 
creating Godõs shalom by deepening faith relationships with each other and with our broader 
communities in richly connective ways.  Iõm coming toward Moscow from the Bay Area because 
my sweet pup, Bailey, and I moved to Berkeley in 2004 to attend seminary at American Baptist 
Seminary of the West.  I was in my late 40s then, finally finding courage to answer Godõs call 
to professional ministry.  But for three decades before starting seminary my home was St. Paul, 
Minnesota, where I was an enthusiastic member of Judson Church in Minneapolis, a 
progressive American Baptist congregation that welcomed others easily.  My career chaptersñ
music therapy, healthcare, community organizing, affordable housing development, and 
conference planning, have each given me ways to help others bring health and wholeness to their 
lives.  But now I call ministry ôhome,õ and Iõm tickled to be invited to meet you all and preach 
in your worship service on September 13th.  Of course, this paragraph is just one snapshot in my 
lifeõs thick album, so tune in to read more about me in Septemberõs newsletter.  In the 
meanwhile, may we all enjoy summerõs ripeness and prepare to turn our faces toward a brand 
new season.                        

Gratefully, Jodie     
 

 

We will have an outdoor  service on Sunday , 

August 23
rd

, with a  brunch  following the services.   

all  will be held at Robinson's park starting  

at 9:30 AM. If you have any question,  please  

call Christine Suquet at 882 - 5422  
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HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE ABC BIENNIAL IN PASADENA,CA JUNE 26TH ς 28TH  

A month ago, Charlene Vail Hettinger was our delegate to the American Baptist Biennial Convention.  It was 
both inspiring and educational.  Charlene will be sharing more from this convention as the year progresses.  
Below is a reprint of her initial report of experience.  Enjoy! 
 
To the members and friends of The United Church of Moscow, 

 I was amazed how the Presence of the Holy Spirit was guiding me, like I was traveling through the 
desert before reaching the Promise Land. 

 On Friday, it was a special honor to be sitting with Sarah Chetti, one of our missionaries from Lebanon 
and having lunch with her and her family. Later, I spoke with Gary and Mylinda Baits who were on their way 
back to Costa Rica. It was a great surprise to meet John and Piper Harding, our National Missionaries serving at 
the First Baptist Church at Cordova, Alaska. 

 I completed 20-25 baby kits which will be sent to Friendship House, Hamtramck, Michigan. $50.00 was 
given to me to help pay for these kits. That was the exact amount needed for each baby kit so I gave it to 
Victoria Goff to credit United Church. I also painted the railing on the porch of one of the Playhouses for 
children in the Los Angeles area. 

The theme of this Biennial was "I am Sending You....These Hands...These Feet." 

 I attended 2 workshops on the Growth of the Small Church. One was called "Got Style?" I bought the 
speaker's book and he autographed it for United Church. It is about 7 different styles of evangelism. How are 
we going to serve "people on the margin"? 

 A few years ago at a regional convention, there was a representative from Rainbow Acres, a faith-base 
residential community for adults with developmental disabilities in Arizona. I picked up one of their calendars 
which included each resident's birthday. I have been remembering them on their birthdays and at Christmas. I 
was elated to see and hear their choir and talk to Gary Wagner the President/CEO of Rainbow Acres. I picked 
up their DVD if anyone would like to watch it. I signed for a drawing and won the door prize.It was a set of 
placemats woven by one of the residents! 

 Saturday morning, our speaker, Nick Vujicic, was born without arms and legs. Yet, he demonstrated 
how to be used for the Spreading of the Gospel. I bought a DVD of his message if anyone would like to view it. 
Very powerful!  
 My last Mission was traveling to Tiajuana. First, we were shown the border fence between the two 
countries. Only now, there is a double ōƻǊŘŜǊ ŦŜƴŎŜΗ ¢ƘŜ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ǿŀǎΣ άIs all this necessary?έ  We visited the 
Deborah House, a home for mothers and their children who have been abused because of domestic violence 
and drugs. They are in the process of building a second floor to house 4 more families. Teams are needed to 
put up dry wall to finish the project.  Any volunteers? There is also a need for used sewing machines in good 
condition to train them in a skill. 
 

Thank you for letting me represent United Church, Moscow at the Biennial, 
Charlene Vail Hettinger 
 




